
OFFICE MEMO: THOUGHTS TO START WEEK FOUR 

April 20, 2020 

Good afternoon all,  

Here we are at the beginning of week four of distance learning. We are almost at the point where we 
will stop talking about the ‘new normal’ and start to think about our current state as simply normal.  It is 
as if, as one author put it in an epic tale, “the world has moved on”. The beautiful thing is that we know 
that while the world may have moved on after hitting a watershed point in history, our God stands firm 
and unchanging.  His care in our lives is the same now as it has been since the beginning of time.  Every 
pressure has its purpose, every challenge is a call to give our lives over to him.  

As a staff we have been hearing about the many pressures and challenges that are taking place in 
homes.  The surveys that were completed were very useful in letting us know what things we can do to 
help.  Some of these things have already been set in motion, like reviewing workloads, and others are in 
the works (as you can read about below).   

Some things that we are doing to make things work more smoothly:  

1. We are working to keep our assignment postings up to date on Google Classroom. There may be 
exceptions to this, like sending parents tests via email and asking them to supervise, but for the 
most part we are working to use Google Classroom.  

2. We are working to post things earlier in the day, and/or to have an overview for the week 
available.  Given that staff are also doing distance learning for the first time, this is not always 
possible, but it is what we are working toward.  

3. We are working to post assignments in spots where they are easier to find on Google Classroom.  
For instance, instead of mentioning up coming video meetings in the student’s feed, they will be 
posted as assignments and/or on the classwork page.  

4. We have 30 or so chrome books available to borrow from the school as well, for those who 
could use an extra device at home. If you would like to borrow one, please email the office to 
make arrangements.  

5. Making current grades available. Midsemester marks will be released for Grade 12 this week so 
that they can be sent to colleges and universities. Of course, all parents are wondering how their 
children are doing in this new learning environment. As you can imagine a lot of work is going 
into getting lessons ready and working out how to best assess the learning that is currently 
going on. Teachers are doing what they can to keep marks up to date, and over the next two 
weeks (this week and next) they will be compiling their marks and assessing where students 
currently stand.  

Staff have risen to the challenge of providing quality, useable lessons for your children. There are also 
pressure points and challenges in their work that we would like to make you aware of.  Perhaps you can 
read this next section with your high school aged children at your side.  As you read it remember that 
most of your children have also risen to the challenge and are doing good work.  Also, as a parent 
community you have been amazing at walking alongside us and them, but there are pressure points, and 
for the sake of clarity with those who need clarity, I will be direct.   

Here are some items of concern: 

1. Assignments have due dates that students are responsible for meeting. While some are being 
conscientious and timely with their work, others are not. This is hampering teachers’ ability to 



know when to move on to new lessons and concepts. If a due date cannot be met, please let 
teachers know before the assignment is not handed in on time.  

2. The class stream in Google classroom is not the only place to check for assignments before your 
children give-up. Go to the classwork page one tab over – it is a useful one. 

3. When given an assignment, please submit it through Google Classroom unless specifically told 
otherwise. Teachers, like students, are missing details because they are being forced to check 
three or four spots to find student work.  Whenever possible, submit through Google classroom 
– and hit ‘Submit’! 

4. Attend the tutorials and video lessons when possible and go out of your way to make them 
possible – a shift at McDonalds is not a legitimate reason to just not show up during the school 
day. Teachers are putting time in to making themselves available for you so that you can do 
well.   

5. Here is a no brainer: Don’t cheat. There is a temptation to copy and paste things into digital 
assignments, including copying and pasting your friends work, or the work of someone in India. 
The same rules apply to digital classwork as to regular classwork – don’t cheat, and it is as easy, 
if not easier for teachers to see it happening. Plagiarism is disrespectful of your own abilities and 
the effort teachers put into making lessons. Copying will still be dealt with according to school 
policy.   

6. Related to the point above: French students – not all, but you know who you are – do your own 
work, and don’t have Google Translate do it for you. The mistakes that translation software 
makes for you, it makes for everyone else using it too – and not doing the work yourself 
disrespects the time and effort your teachers are putting into creating lessons for you.  Do your 
own work and learn something! 

7. This last comment is directed toward those who decide not to do any work, not those who 
struggle to understand and complete assignments and are working with your parents and 
teachers.  Your attendance and grades are being taken through the work that you hand in.  If 
you decide not to hand in any work this year, you will have decided to do it again next year. I 
hope you understand my meaning.  

The points above make it sound as if most of your children are not doing their work as they ought. That 
is not the case. The majority of students are doing their work, and while it is difficult, the majority are 
doing it well. But, like you are finding in your homes, there are pressure points for teachers as well.  

Teachers are committed to doing what they can to make the work at home go well.  Parents are 
committed to making sure that their children continue to learn.  What a wonderful partnership we have!  
Let’s continue to communicate well with each other. Emails, phone calls, comments from parents who 
have access to Google classroom, all these things are wonderful tools. Let’s also continue to hold each 
other up in thanksgiving prayer. We have a wonderful God who holds the foundations of our world 
firmly in his hands.  He is our Rock in times of storm, and under his care and protection we are able to 
do amazing things well – even distance learning.  

Wishing you all the Lord’s blessing in the week ahead.  

 

 

Jason Heemskerk 


